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Gendered List Making behind the Redwood Curtain 


The sociology faculty at Humboldt State 
University joined this symposium as a way to get 
to know ourselves better. A new tenure-track 
person joined us in the fall of 1998, and this 
seemed an ideal way for us to get to know her 
and for her to know us. Additionally, it seemed 
an excellent vehicle to include the three faculty 
on temporary appointments in a departmental 
event on a fully equal basis. We also had a suspi- 
cion that the faculty who have been in this 
department for a number of years might learn 
some surprising things about colleagues whom 
they thought they knew. 

Our process was quite simple. During the 
summer, the graduate coordinator and the 
department chair talked about the project, and 
informed the editors of Contemporary Sociology 


JUDITH K. LITTLE AND JENNIFER EICHSTEDT 


Humboldt State University 


that our department would participate. At one 
of the first department meetings of the academ- 
ic year, we discussed the symposium with the 
whole faculty, who ratified our participation. 
We discussed what the editors wanted from a 
symposium collective and decided each person 
should come up with a list of 20 books that s/he 
would like to see in the Sociology section of our 
local bookstore. A couple of weeks later, a 
reminder that repeated the project description, 
printed in the May/June Footnotes announce- 
ment, was sent to each person. A space on cam- 
pus, away from our offices and where we could 
nosh and kibitz, was reserved for a Friday after- 
noon late in September. 

Of the 11 faculty members of our collective, 
only four were able to actually attend the entire 
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book discussion retreat, and one attended for 
part of the session. Unexpected illness or family 
conflicts made it impossible for several faculty to 
attend, although some still provided their lists of 
nominated books. Those of us who did attend 
ate, drank, and presented our lists. We described 
the books we selected and offered a rationale for 
why we selected the books that we did. 

Six members of our collective provided lists 
for the retreat (a seventh member said there 
were only two books he considered worthy of 
nominating: Mills’s Sociological Imagination and 
Berger’s Invitation to Sociology). Three men and 
three women contributed. We discovered that 
there was a marked gender difference in how we 
responded to the instructions for this task. All 
three men provided lists that narrowly reflected 
their particular substantive interests and includ- 
ed many books that were written for a sociologi- 
cally sophisticated audience. All three women 
selected books that they considered readable and 
accessible to most people, that helped a thinking 
reader make sense of things, and that were “real- 
ly sociology.” Because of this gender difference 
in list construction, we believe the retreat par- 
ticipants learned more about, and learned more 
surprising facets of, the female faculty members 
than the male faculty. A male faculty member 
who had been unable to attend the retreat com- 
piled his nominations after seeing the original 
six lists; he adopted the criteria that had been 
used by the women and selected books that 
addressed problems or issues he felt were not 
already covered. To give readers a feel for this 
difference, our list is organized by contributor for 
those books that received only one nomination. 


There is a bookstore in Arcata which has 
been serving the community for more than 25 
years. It is an independent book dealer, and 
offers new (not used) books and does shelve the 
inventory by subject. This store has had a 
Sociology section for as long as any of us can 
remember. The store manager graciously printed 
a copy of the titles categorized as Sociology in 
the inventory data base. There were 209 books 
on this list. As a second part of our retreat, we 
reviewed this list to determine how many of the 
titles any one of us knew, and whether we con- 
sidered those known works to be “real” sociolo- 
gy. Comparing our lists with the stock inventory 
of our local bookstore, we found only two books 
of all the ones our collective nominated that 
were actually carried by the store: Stephanie 
Coontz’s most recent books, The Way We Never 
Were and The Way We Really Are. Of 209 books 
in the store’s stock list, the four of us attending 
the retreat recognized 69 titles total. Of these we 
were willing to accept 47 as sociology, but con- 
sidered the other 22 as really something else. 
According to our local bookstore’s stock list, 
Studs Terkel and Hunter Thompson are the two 
most prolific sociological writers. This was per- 
haps the most interesting, shocking, and sober- 
ing discovery in this process.. 

Here, then, are the books the Humboldt 
State faculty think should be carried in a local 
bookstore. First we provide the books or authors 
that received more than one nomination. Then 
we provide the faculty lists. Each faculty person 
is identified by gender and sociological special- 
ization. 
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Goffman, Erving. 1959. Presentation of Self in Everyday 
Life. Garden City, NY: Doubleday. (1 mention) 
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Commercialization of Human Feeling. Berkeley: 
University of California Press. (“anything by 
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Female: Theory and Conflict Resolution 

Berger, Peter. 1969. Rumor of Angels: Modern Society 
and the Rediscovery of the Supernatural. Garden 
City, NY: Doubleday. 

Berger, Peter, Brigette Berger, and Hansfried Kellner. 
1973. The Homeless Mind: Modernization and 
Consciousness. New York: Random House. 

Bradshaw, York W. and Michael Wallace. 1996. 
Global Inequalities. Thousand Oaks, CA: Pine 
Forge Press. 
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of the International Typographical Union. Glencoe, 
IL: Free Press. 
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Montreal: McGill-Queen’s University Press. 

Nisbet, Robert. 1966. The Sociological Tradition. New 
York: Basic Books. 
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An Investigation into the Changing Character of 
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Pine Forge Press. 

Rubin, Lillian. 1994. Families on the Fault Line: 
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Rubin, Lillian. 1983. Intimate Strangers: Men and 
Women Together. New York: HarperCollins. 
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Berger, Bennett M. 1990. Authors of Their Own Lives: 
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Press. 
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Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. 
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Haven, CT: Yale University Press. 
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Gergen, Kenneth J. 1991. The Saturated Self: Dilemmas 
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Books. 

Hewitt, John. 1989. Dilemmas of the American Self. 
Philadelphia: Temple University Press. 
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Female: Race/Ethnicity and Popular 
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Collins, Patricia Hill. 1990. Black Feminist Thought: 
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Empowerment. New York: Routledge. 

Daniels, Jessie. 1996. White Lies. 
Routledge. 
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View, CA: Mayfield. 

Feagin, Joe R. and Hernan Vera. 1995. White Racism: 
The Basics. New York: Routledge. 

Giddens, Anthony. 1987. Social Theory and Modern 
Sociology. Stanford, CA: Stanford University 
Press. 

Gilbert, Dennis and Joseph A. Kahl. 1993. American 
Class Structure: A New Synthesis. 4th ed. Belmont, 
CA: Wadsworth. 

Nardi, Peter and Beth Schneider. 1998. Social 
Perspectives in Lesbian and Gay Studies: A Reader. 
New York: Routledge. 

Omi, Michael and Howard Winant. 1994. Racial 
Formations: From the 1960s to the 1990s. New 
York: Routledge. 

Ross, Andrew and Tricia Rose. 1994. Microphone 
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Routledge. 

Takagi, Dana. 1992. Retreat from Race: Asian American 
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Rutgers University Press. 
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School. New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University 
Press. 
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CO: Westview Press. 


New York: 


Male: World Systems Theory 

Abu-Lughod, Janet. 1989. Before European Hegemony. 
New York: Oxford University Press. 

Braudel, Fernand. 1984. The Perspective of the World. 
New York: HarperCollins 

Collins, Randall. 1998. The Sociology of Philosophies. 
Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. 

Frank, Andre Gunder. 1998. ReEORIENT. Berkeley: 
University of California Press. 

Mann, Michael. 1986. The Sources of Social Power, 
Volume 1. Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press. 

McNeill, William. 1991. The Rise of the West. 
Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

Wallerstein, Immanuel. 1974. The Modern World 
System, Volume 1. New York: Academic Press. 

Weber, Max. 1978. Economy and Society, 2 Vols. 
Berkeley: University of California Press. 


Male: Race/Ethnicity and Altruism 

Ackerman, Robert John. 1996. Heterogeneities: Race, 
Gender, Class, Nation, and State. Amherst: 
University of Massachusetts Press. 

Aho, James A. 1994. This Thing of Darkness: a 
Sociology of the Enemy. Seattle: University of 
Washington Press. 

Aikman, David. 1998. Great Souls: Six Who Changed 
the Century. Nashville, TN: Word Publishing. 
Fiske, Alan Page. 1991. Structures of Social Life: The 
Four Elementary Forms of Human Relations. New 

York: Free Press. 

Fox, Matthew. 1979. A Spirituality Named Compassion. 
San Francisco: Harper. 

Hutchinson, John, and Anthony D. Smith, eds. 1996. 
Ethnicity. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Jones, E. Stanley. 1976. Gandhi: Portrayal of a Friend. 
Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press. 

Lerner, Michael. 1996. The Politics of Meaning: 
Restoring Hope and Possibility in an Age of Cynicism. 
Reading, MA: Addison-Wesley. 

Oliner, Samuel P. and Pearl M. Oliner. 1988. The 
Altruistic Personality. New York: Free Press. 

Selznick, Philip. 1992. The Moral Commonwealth. 
Berkeley: University of California Press. 

Staub, Ervin. 1989. The Roots of Evil. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press. 


Male: Social Psychology and Applied 

Bender, Thomas. 1978. Community and Social Change 
in America. New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers 
University Press. 

Blumer, Herbert. 1969. Symbolic Interactionism: 
Perspective and Method. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: 
Prentice-Hall. 


Braithwaite, John. 1989. Crime, Shame, and 
Reintegration. Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press. 


Deegan, Mary Jo. 1986. Jane Addams and the Men of the 


Chicago School. New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction. 
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Deutscher, Irwin, Fred P. Pestello, and Frances G. 
Pestello. 1993. Sentiments and Acts. New York: 
Aldine de Gruyter. 

Fischer, Claude S. 1984. The Urban Experience. San 
Diego, CA: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich. 

Kuhn, Thomas S. 1962. The Structure of Scientific 
Revolutions. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

Scheff, Thomas. 1990. Microsociology. Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press. 

Scheff, Thomas. 1994. Bloody Revenge: Emotions, 
Nationalism, and War. Boulder, CO: Westview 
Press. 

Male: Criminology and Victimology (the 

late addition) 

Bernard, Jessie. 1981. The Female World. New York: 
Free Press. 

Dobash, R. Emerson and D. Russell. 1992. Women, 
Violence and Social Change. New York: Routledge. 

Fanon, Frantz. 1963. The Wretched of the Earth. New 
York: Grove Press. 

Gusfield, Joseph R. 1961. Symbolic Crusade: Status 
Politics and the American Temperance Movement. 
Urbana: University of Illinois Press. 

Hite, Shere. 1994. Women as Revolutionary Agents of 
Change. Madison: University of Wisconsin Press. 


Kimmel, Michael S. and Michael A. Messner. 1998. 
Men’s Lives. 4th ed. Boston: Allyn & Bacon. 

Messerschmidt, James W. 1993. Masculinities and 
Crime: Critique and Reconceptualization of Theory. 
MD: Rowman & Littlefield. 

Messner, Michael. A. and Donald F. Sabo. 1990. 
Sport, Men and the Gender Order. IL: Human 
Kinetics. 

Miller, Eleanor M. 1986. Street Women. Philadelphia: 
Temple University Press. 

Reiman, Jeffrey. 1998. The Rich Get Richer and the Poor 
Get Prison. 5th ed. Boston: Allyn & Bacon. 

Robbins, Richard H. 1999. Global Problems and the 
Culture of Capitalism. Boston: Allyn & Bacon. 

Russell, Diana, E.H. 1982. Rape in Marriage. New 
York: Macmillan. 

Spradley, James P. 1980. You Owe Yourself a Drunk: 
An Ethnography of Urban Nomads. Boston: Little 
Brown. 

Toffler, Alvin and Heidi Toffler. 1993. War and Anti- 
War: Survival at the Dawn of the 21st Century. New 
York: Little, Brown. 

Vogel, Lise. 1995. Woman Questions: Essays for a 
Materialist Feminism. New York: Routledge. 
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